


VAASA REGION 



VAASA REGION DEVELOPMENT COMPANY (VASEK)

• VASEK is a regional development company owned by the municipalities in the 

Vaasa region.

• The municipalities finance VASEK’s operations with 14 euros/inhabitant/year.

• Budget for the year 2012 is approx. 2,5 billion euros



MAIN OBJECTIVES

• To offer advice and guidance for entrepreneurs

• To promote regional development through 

projects and development programmes 

• Marketing of the region • Marketing of the region 



ADVICE AND GUIDANCE FOR ENTREPRENEURS IN ALL 

STAGES OF THE BUSINESS LIFE CYCLE 

Kjell Nydahl

Business Development 

Manager

+358 50 368 2686

Korsnäs, 

Change of Ownership, 

Fur Sector, New 

Entrepreneurs

Antti Alasaari 

Business Advisor

+358 44 512 6613

Laihia, Isokyrö, 

Vähäkyrö

Rural Businesses,  New 

Entrepreneurs

Kari Huhta

Business Advisor

+358 500 761 996

Business and Industrial 

Properties, New 

Entrepreneurs

Sari Saarikoski

Business Advisor

Raine Vasanoja

Senior Business 

Tommi Virkama

Manager of the 

Pekka Haapanen

Managing Director

+358 40  507 7330

Building, Trade and 

Commerce

Helene Krohn

Business Advisor

+358 44  775 2679

Malax, Vörå, 

New Entrepreneurs

Stefan Råback

Development 

Manager

+358 50  590 2525

Korsholm, Boats 

and Media

Business Advisor

+358 40 558 6058

Well-being Sector, 

New Entrepreneurs

Senior Business 

Advisor

+358 44  332 2159

Vaasa 

International Services, 

Foreign Direct 

Investments

Anne Pennström

Assistant

+358 6 317 7600

Manager of the 

Vaasa Region 

Enterprise Centre 

Startia  

+358 400  919 361

New Entrepreneurs



NEW ENTERPRISES IN THE VAASA REGION FOUNDED 

WITH STARTIA’S ASSISTANCE 2008-2012



REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT AND PROJECTS

• The goal is to improve the prerequisites for business operations and to 

develop business life in general in the region

• Coordination of projects in the Vaasa Region, allocation of financing for project 

measures carried out by other organizations (Centre of Expertise Programme

2007-2013, field-specific projects) on behalf of the municipalities

• Own projects with separate funding (e.g. ERDF, ESF)

• Participation in various projects with no financial contribution as a partner, • Participation in various projects with no financial contribution as a partner, 

member of executive and working groups or in other tasks

LIST OF ONGOING BUSINESS AND DEVELOPMENT PROJECTS

IN THE VAASA REGION (IN FINNISH AND SWEDISH):  

http://www.vasek.fi/projekt/ 



REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT AND PROJECTS

Kjell Nydahl

Business Development Manager 

+358 50 368 2686

Suvi Markko

Communications Manager

+358 50 534 1911

Tommi Tuominen

Logistics Expert

+358 44 516 7224

Logistics Solutions

Mari Kattelus

Markering  Specialist

+358 400 681 048

Antti Alasaari

Business Advisor

+358 44 512 6613

Finnmet Partners

Kakkosvaihde

Stefan Råback

Development Manager

+358 50 590 2525

Development management

Project financing

Enhancing business services for

change of ownership

Energinen Vaasan seutu Energinen Vaasan seutu

Sari Saarikoski

Business Advisor

+358 40  558 6058

Strenghtening of 

Entrepreneurship in 

the Well-being Sector

Tuulia Taanila

Project Manager

+358 40  512 6036

Sustainable Construction and 

Energy Efficiency

Kari Huhta

Business Advisor

+358 500 761 996

Improving  employees’  

knowledge and skills 

through active spreading 

of information on 

educational opportunities 



MARKETING OF THE REGION 

AND COMMUNICATIONS

VASEK coordinates the communication and the 

marketing of the region and implements the region’s 

communications strategy and communication plan. 

Communication objectives: 

1. Vaasa region has a strong image nationally, 

particularly as an employer of technology

professionals

Suvi Markko

Communications 

Manager

+358 50  534 1911

Mari Kattelus

Marketing Specialist 

+358 400 681 048

professionals

2. In 2020, the Vaasa region will have 20,000 

employees in the energy technology sector = an 

increase of 10,000 jobs in 10 years.

3. A stronger awareness among international energy 

technology companies about the concentration of 

energy industry and industrial services in the region 

4. A strong image as one the top six regions in Finland

Johanna Hietikko-Koljonen

Communications and 

Project Assistant

+358 50  591 8649

Päivi Elina Alasjärvi

Information and Translation 

+358 40 740 3230


